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VAN-FRASER MEMBERS WELCOME                                
HOLIDAY SEASON AT ANNUAL LUNCHEON 

 
It was wonderful to see 120 people 
brave a rare Lower Mainland snowfall 
to attend our Annual Christmas 
luncheon at Greenacres Golf Course, 
Richmond, Tuesday, December 6. 
 
The view from the banquet room of 
the snow covered golf course was 
spectacular. Everyone enjoyed            
viewing the beautiful wildlife photos 
displayed by Erik Rossicci. Many    
members purchased items, including 
Christmas cards and bookmarks.  
 
Heritage Club member continue to be 
generous with a huge collection of 
new toys donated by attendees.  The 
toys will be delivered to the                       
Salvation Army and to the Canada 
Post family hamper programs.  
Thanks to all or their generosity. We 
know many children will be delighted 
to receive them. In addition, we had 
a 50/50 draw resulting in a donation 
to Al Millers work in Zimbabwe.  
 
Jim Bain told stories about Post Office employees responding to letters to                  
Santa over the years including the very special one on Page 5 of this issue 
about the little girl wanting a doll.  He commended the group for continuing 
that tradition of helping to this day.  Ken Cornish paid tribute to the Santa 
elves in the room (most of the group) thanking them for their continued               
support to the Santa letter writing program. 
 
The turkey dinner with all the trimmings, plus fish, pasta ,salads and                    
desserts made for an enjoyable and filling meal.  Just as people were finishing 
their meal, Santa arrived with the sound of jingle bells and excitement. He 
went around the room greeting each table, having pictures taken with                      
members and his elves distributed a gift to everyone present! Lots of fun and 
laughter. 
 
Thanks to all those who donated prizes, contributed toys and food for the          
hamper programs and especially to Santa and his elves who took time from 
their busy schedule to visit us. 
 
Merry Christmas to all!  Fred Danells, President, Van-Fraser Heritage Club. 
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Santa bringing cheer and candy canes  to 
the  Van-Fraser Christmas Luncheon. 
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A BUSY CHRISTMAS WEEKEND 

 
The first weekend of a December was a 
busy time for Van Fraser.  
 
Members set up displays and Santa 
Letter writing opportunities at an open 
house with Santa for school children at 
the New Vancouver Retail outlet on 
Thursday; the Downtown Christmas 
Tree Lighting Ceremony on Friday; the 
New Westminster Santa Parade on                             
Saturday and the Rogers Santa       
Parade in Vancouver on Sunday. 
 
Volunteers enjoyed telling children and 
parents about Santa Letter  writing and 
helping with the preparation of the              
letters.  All the letters collected at the 
four events were answered by                      
volunteers at Santa's workshop on 
Monday.  What a big job in addition to 
all the bags of Santa mail arriving from 
around the world daily! 
 
Many thanks to the Santa elves who 
gave, and continue to give, so                      
generously of the their time to make 
this time of year so very special for 
children. 

Fred Danells greets Santa at the new Downtown Outlet. 

Very busy Santa Letter Writing sites. 
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TULALIP BLACK FRIDAY TRIP ENJOYED BY ALL 

 
A full bus with 56                
members and friends 
left Vancouver on                         
November 23/16                
heading for the Tulalip                
Casino Resort and three 
days of Black Friday 
shopping and the USA 
Thanksgiving                    
celebrations. 
 
After a breakfast stop in 
Bellingham, the group 
settled in for the drive 
south during which ,our 
driver Ian, somehow 
managed to have                
sunshine for us.  To get 
in the Christmas mood, 
we enjoyed a Christmas 
Song Riddle quiz with 
the winners being Anne 
Dobrilla and Diane Hillaire. 
 
Some of the group opted to visit the Christmas Wonderland store in Alderwood while the rest 
were dropped at the huge Alderwood Mall. After lots of shopping and dining, people were ready 
to go to the Tulalip resort for two nights.  Comments from many in the group were that the 
sales on Wednesday, before Black Friday were as good or better than the Black Friday deals. 
 
As always, everyone loved the Tulalip Casino Resort, once again beautifully decorated  for 
Christmas.  The rooms are spacious and the bathroom with the rain showers are like those in a 
design magazine. Besides shopping at the Factory Outlets, Walmart and Cabelas , many enjoyed 
the pool and spa, the comfortable lounges, the Casino and the many eating places. 

 
Our package included a                       
complementary Thanksgiving 
dinner buffet on Thursday, 
with VIP  access to avoid the 
lines; a full breakfast in                 
Cedars Cafe and another            
dinner, as well as some                      
Casino money.  What a deal! 
Happy Hours were fun to 
each  afternoon and the                  
reduced prices, a bonus.  
Many of the group met for 
drinks, talk, lots of laughter 
and sharing tips on the best 
deals at the shops and the 
best machines in the casino! 
 
Without exception, all are                
already looking forward to 
next year and some are sug-
gesting perhaps three nights 
to give more time to relax at 
the hotel.  

The group relaxing during Happy Hour at the Sports Lounge. 

Gerry Pike proved that  the guys can get wrapped up in Black Friday shopping. 
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ELVES PREPARE FOR 2016 SANTA SEASON  
 
In preparation for the 2016  
Santa Letter Writing Season            
experienced and novice elves 
gathered at the Pacific                      
Processing Centre for an                   
orientation session on October 
15 and 16. 
 
All of the materials for the                 
upcoming season were reviewed 
and discussed.  The new Elf 
Guide provided a great deal of 
discussion regarding procedures 
and efficiency. 
 
Following considerable                     
discussion, that went on through 
lunch, one emphatic elf simply 
said, “Lets get started, we don’t 
want any child to be                           
disappointed!”. 
 
Following the orientation session 
a number of attendees, who had 
not previously seen the new 
Plant, were given a tour. 
 

HERITAGE COLLECTION DONATION 

 
The Van-Fraser Heritage Club has been col-
lecting postal memorabilia for many years 
and has an extensive collection of historic 
uniforms, equipment, photos and written 
records.   
 
These items come from a variety of sources 
including donations from employees and 
their families and offices that have closed. 
Volunteers maintain the collection, much of 
which is on display at the Railway Mail Car                 
Display at the West Coast Railway.  Items 
from the collection are also loaned for                      
historical displays at various Post Offices and 
community events. 
 
Recently we were pleased to add to our col-
lection a Letter Carrier uniform donated by 
94 year old Anne Ramsden.  The uniform 
had belonged to her late husband, Len 
Ramsden, who continued a family tradition 
as his father, Samuel Ramsden, was also a 
Letter Carrier.  Anne was able to attend our 
Honouring Our Own Ceremony on               
November 10 and was extremely pleased to 
see the uniform on display.  

 
If you have item that you believe could be an addition to our collection please contact the                  
Van-Fraser Office at 604 482-4311 or via email at vanfrasernews@gmail.com. 

Fred Danells (aka Santa) continued the discussion through lunch. 

Fred Danells with  Anne Ramsden and her niece Karen                   
Ramsden at the Honouring Our Own Ceremony. 
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A TRADITION OF GIVING  

 
Recent discoveries in the Van
-Fraser Archives along with 
the current activities of Van-
Fraser members have                 
reminded us of the generosi-
ty displayed by Canada Post 
employees and our members. 
 
Van-Fraser Member Frank 
Sanders was  recently                    
reviewing an old Canada Post                
publication titled The Mail 
Bag.  In a 1964 edition Frank 
found an article entitled The 
Long Arm of Santa Claus that 
provided the following Christ-
mas story. 
 
Early in 1948 the facing letter 
was received in the Forward  
Division of the former Post 
Office at Hastings/Granville in 
Vancouver.  No one is quite sure how the letter found its way to Vancouver given the address 
was only Santa Claus, Rocky Mountains, Canada. 
 
The letter was from seven year old Iris Swinton of Dundee, Scotland.  As you can see she is                 

asking why Santa did not bring her a doll for 
Christmas. 
 
The Vancouver Post Office employees, touched 
by the letter, contacted Iris’s mother at the              
return address.  It turned out Iris’s mother had 
been left a widow with two sets of twin boys, 
seven and six and Iris an infant.  It was also  
revealed that Iris was not too well and that she 
had never had a visit from Santa. 
 
This information prompted Vancouver Post               
Office employees to collect funds to purchase 
and send Iris the doll she had requested from 
Santa.  They were able to  arrange for the doll 
to be shipped by air, free of charge, by Trans 
Canada Air (now Air Canada). Also enclosed with 
the doll was a one pound money order so that 
Mrs. Swinton could pay any fees charged by UK 
Customs.  However, hearing about the story, UK 
Customs waived any fees and charges. 
 
So thanks to a misdirected letter, the generosity 
of Vancouver Post Office employees, Trans                    
Canada Air and British Customs, Iris received 
the doll she had requested from Santa. 
 
Iris and her mother sent very thoughtful letters 
of thanks shown on Page 6. 
 
In 1963 Vancouver Post employee, Richard 
Clamp, who was involved in the donation, was 
able to visit Iris and her young family in Dundee. 

Iris with her doll Snuggles. 
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A TRADITION OF GIVING (Continued from Page 5)  
 
In her Thank You                 
Letter Iris’s mother  
expressed her deepest 
thanks to the Post            
Office employees for 
their kindness.  She 
explained how when 
they went to get the 
photo taken of Iris with 
her doll they were 
mobbed by people on 
the street.  She also 
noted the change that 
the gift had made in 
Iris.  “She was not 
keeping well lately but 
this dolly has made a 
great change in her.  
She is happy and sings 
to it most of the day”. 
 
Another note of thanks 
from the Netherlands 
in 1944.  As the               
Canadian Army began 
the Liberation of the               
Netherlands they hosted Christmas celebrations for children.  Appeals for toys were made across 
Canada and Vancouver Post employees responded with a generous donation.  For many Dutch 
children this was the first Christmas celebration since the Occupation of the Netherlands in 1940 
and December 5, 1944 marked a return to the tradition of giving gifts on that day. 
 
The first recorded instance we have located regarding donations at Christmas comes from 1917.  
In September 1914 Vancouver Postal Clerk, Alfred Doyle, volunteered for service with the British 

Columbia                   
Regiment.  He was 
wounded and     
captured on May 
21, 1915.  His  
fellow Vancouver 
Post Office                  
employees, after 
finding his                       
location, prepared 
a Christmas parcel 
which he received 
in December 
1917. 
 
Van-Fraser             
members once 
again displayed 
their generosity 
when they                        
donated a large 
number of toys at 
the 2016 Annual 
Christmas               
Luncheon.  

7 April 
My Dear Friends in Canada. 
Dolly arrived safely and she is the most  beautiful I have ever seen.  I 
got your very nice letter to and sorry to know that Santa does not live 
in the Rockies any more.  But I will never need to write Santa again for 
a dolly for Snuggles is the bonniest we girl in the world.  I call her 
Heather White to. Mummy says she is such a pretty flower.  She goes 
walkies with me and goes to the shops with me and says her prayers 
with me to and we say a very nice prayers for all of you kind friends in 
Canada.  God bless all of oyu and thank you all from the bottom of my 
heart. 
 
I am the happiest little girl in Scotland now.  I never had a dolly be-
fore.  I will awfully good care of her.  Santa never came to me before 
now I know why he does not stay in the Rockies now.  I will love Snug-
gles all my life.  I would like to say thank you all by sending you this 
photo of myself.  I had it taken with dolly just for all of you to see an 
hope you will like it.  I will send you all more of them if you would like 
them.  So cheerio good luck and God bless all of you.  I will always call 
you my dear Canadian friends.  From a very happy we girl.  

Iris Swinton 
Good Luck             Please write 

Iris’s Thank You Letter (spelling errors left in) 

A Thank You Card from the Editor of Het Parool an Underground Newspaper published during 
the Occupation of the Netherlands. 
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HONOURING OUR OWN CEREMONY 
 
Once again the Van-
Fraser Heritage Club 
sponsored a very moving 
Honouring Our Own                
Ceremony and display. 
 
More than 50 members 
and Pacific Processing 
Centre employees were 
present to remember 
those postal employees 
who served and were lost 
in World Wars 1 and 2. 
Jim Bain prepared a    
poster for each fallen 
Postie which was on             
display along with other 
memorabilia.   
 
As part of the Ceremony a 
brief description of each 
Postie was read aloud by 
members and employees.  
Heritage Club member, 
John More, dressed in full 
uniform and medals gave 
a moving recitation of In 
Flanders Fields and played the Last Post at the conclusion of the service. 
 
Also part of the ceremony service this year was a presentation by Canada Post Legal Counsel, 
Rhonda Bender, on the contribution of six Canada Post employees who were members of the 
Women’s Branch.  These individuals developed a particularly important skill in dealing with 
badly wounded soldiers in convalescent centres.  Their skills were in high demand and they          
volunteered to work in convalescent centres in England.  Unfortunately, their contribution is 
largely unrecognized and was found on a website appropriately entitled Forgotten Books 
 

Pre and post the   
Ceremony, guests                        
mingled and enjoyed 
the displays which 
the Heritage Club set 
up in the PPC for the 
week prior to                       
Remembrance Day.  
 
A lunch and cake 
were provided by our 
club following the 
Ceremony. 
 
Thanks to Jim Bain 
for his exhaustive 
and continuing                   
research as well as 
his organization of 
this most                      
heartwarming                  
ceremony  

Honouring Our Own Ceremony Bugler John More (left) with Fred Danells (centre) and 
Jim Bain. 

A display featuring information on each fallen Postie, antique uniforms and postage stamps  
was on display in the PPC Lobby for the week prior and for the ceremony. 
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IN MEMORIUM    
 
In memory of the Van-Fraser Members who passed away in 2016. 

Bruce Buchanan 
 
Jacob Doell 
 
Heather Fergusson 
 
Jack Ho 
 
Orvil Jantz 
 
Bill Kwan 
 

Raymond Kwong 
 
Albert Lawrence 
 
Jimmy Lee 
 
Robert McDonald 
 
Joan Moser 
 
Lambert Reiffer 
 

John Seifried 
 
Danny Stevens 
 
Kenneth Stevens 
 
Rahkra Sukhedev 
 
Jerry Worthy 
 
 

FLU SHOT                         
VOLUNTEERS 

 
Peter Kozakevich (left) and Frank Sanders 
were part of the Heritage Club                   
volunteers who helped with the                    
administration of the 2016 flu shots to 
employees at the VPP. 
 
Two nurses were available to cover all 
shifts over a two day period in November.    
Heritage Club volunteers assisted with the                                        
registration forms and information to          
employees  

MINI MAIL BOX                           
DONATION 

Van-Fraser Member Alan Sung recently              
donated his collection of Miniature Mail Boxes 
to the Heritage Club. 
 
The collection features a number of                     
international pieces including several from 
Hong Kong and the United Kingdom.  “I know 
they’ll be in good hands with the Heritage 
Club”, said Alan. 
 
Van-Fraser is always happy to accept Postal 
Memorabilia and will ensure they are well taken 
of. 



Van-Fraser News 
Until is published by the 

 
Van-Fraser Heritage Club 

Unit 160 - 5940 Ferguson Road 
Richmond BC  V7B 0B1 

email 
vanfrasernews@gmail.com 

Phone 
604 482-4311 

 
The editor reserves the right 

to edit 
any/all submissions 

in whole or part 
for use in this publication 
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2017 ANNUAL SPRING BUS TRIP    
 
Remember to mark your calendar and send 
in your Registration Form for our Annual 
Spring Bus Trip. We will leave Vancouver 
on April16,2017 for 11 days of sightseeing 
and fun.  The price for the trip including the 
bus transportation, all hotels and taxes, 
some meals and driver gratuities is $829.00 
CAD per person for double occupancy or 
$1275.00 CAD for single occupancy. 
 
This year, to keep the price of the trip lower 
and to have more relaxing days, we will be 
staying in Las Vegas for three nights, in 
Laughlin for two nights and in Wendover for two nights.  This gives everyone the flexibility of free 
time in each city, enjoying the hotels and their facilities and surrounding areas or going on                    
optional side trips that will be offered from each city for more sightseeing. 
 
Possible side trips include Valley of Fire, Hoover Dam, the quaint town of Oatman, Lake Havesu, 
the extraterrestrial highway, Grand Canyon (on a private bus), Salt Lake City,Hill Air Museum, 
golfing in All three cities, factory outlets. 
 
We will also have times to shop the discount supermarkets for those who like to pick up snacks, 
drinks and food for their enjoyment in the hotel. Others of course, will take advantage of local 
restaurants and happy hours for meals. 
 
Whatever your choice, once again, it will be a great trip. Call the Heritage Club 694-482-4311 to 
request a Registration Form or email fwdanells@hotmail to have one sent electronically. 
 
Remember, your friends and family are always welcome on our trips----perhaps a surprise New 
Year’s gift. 

CHANGING ADDRESS/EMAIL?     
LET US KNOW! 

 
If you are 
moving to a 
new address, 
or changing 
your email 
please let us 
know as soon 
as possible. 
 
This will en-
sure that you 
are kept up to 
date on all 
happenings 
with the              
Van-Fraser 
Heritage Club.   
 
This is particularly true if you are looking for vacation                
opportunities or want to keep up to date on club events. 
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TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 2016/17                                                                                                                         
CANADA POST HERITAGE CLUB MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

March 5/17 14 days Eastern and Western Caribbean on Nieuw Amsterdam, inside cabins 
from $1990.00 CAD per person including taxes. Round trip from Fort Lauderdale. Airfare          
extra. Visit Half Moon Cays, Bahamas; Cayman Islands; Cozumel, Mexico; Key West, Florida; 
Grand Turks and caicos; San Juan, Puerto Rico; Saint Marten. 

April 9/17 20 day Panama Canal Cruise on the Nieuw Amsterdam. Repositioning cruise from 
Fort Lauderdale to Vancouver, starting at $2469.00 CAD pp plus taxes $620.00 Cad pp. Visit Half 
Moon Cays, Cartagena, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Puerto Chiapas, Huatulco, Puerto                
Vallarta, Mexico, San Diego, Victoria. 

April 16/17 11 day Spring bus trip. Visit Las Vegas for three nights, Laughlin for two nights 
and Wendover 2 Nights. $829.00 Cad pp based on double occupancy or $1275.00 for single            
occupancy. Price includes bus, all hotels, some meals and driver gratuities. 

April 29, 2017 7 day Alaska cruise, Vancouver return, Nieuw Amsterdam, visiting Tracy 
Arm, Juneau, Ketchikan, Skagway and Glacier Bay starting at $1195.00 CAD pp plus taxes 
$247.00 pp. You can combine the above two cruises for a 27 day trip from Fort Lauderdale to 
Vancouver/Alaska return Vancouver. 

August 14/17 14 day Alaska cruise on the Norwegian Sun from Vancouver return. Inside 
cabins from $2530.00 CAD pp including all taxes. 

September 10-15/17 5 night U-Drive trip to Yakima, Washington. You drive your own     
vehicle to Yakima (about a four hour drive from the border). Meet the group at the hotel to            
enjoy sightseeing, pool time, BBQ’s, golfing, shopping. 

October 8/17 10 day Pacific Coast cruise, on the Star Princess, Vancouver return, visiting 
Santa Barbara, Catalina Island, Los Angeles and overnight in San Francisco. Inside cabins start 
at $1484.00 CAD pp plus taxes $263.00. This promo includes shipboard credit and reduced                
deposit. 

October 1/17 80 day Grand Voyage from San Diego return on the Amsterdam. Visit 
Dutch Harbour, 5 cities in Japan, South Korea, Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Vietnam,                    
Singapore, Indonesia, Darwin, Cairns, Sydney, Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, Samoa and                         
Honolulu. Call the Heritage Club Office for detailed itinerary and prices. This cruise can also be 
done in 53 days from San Diego to Sydney Australia. 

REMINDER: Be sure you have out of country travel insurance for any trip you book and that it 
is in active before any cancellation penalty fees are in effect for your trip. For those with MEDOC, 
ensure you have renewed your Heritage Club Membership for 2017 and paid your dues to be 
covered. Contact the Heritage Club office for info on MEDOC and a registration package. 

Van Fraser Heritage Club 604 482-4311 

 


